
August 2019 
Dear Fourth Grader and Family,  
 
 I would like to take this opportunity to officially welcome you to fourth grade.  The 2019-
2020 school year will be my sixth year teaching at Hamilton Elementary and I am eager to begin an 
exciting educational journey with you! 

This school year marks my 16th year as an elementary school teacher.  I’ve taught grades 
2nd-5th in Florida and Virginia.  As an educator, I pride myself in being a life-long learner, attending 
professional development trainings and researching the “best” practices in education.  I am a 
National Board Certified Teacher and I have earned a doctorate in education, specializing in 
curriculum and instruction.  I hold licensure in the following areas: Elementary Education K-5; 
English as a Second Language preK-6; and Administration and Supervision preK-12. I do my best 
to incorporate all that I am learning into our classroom through student-centered, research-based 
instruction and assessment activities. 
 Mom of a lively and charismatic fourth grader named Deacon, I have the honor of 
witnessing the physical, intellectual, social, and emotional growth of children both at school and at 
home.  I believe that fourth grade is a huge transition year in elementary school. Students build on 
the skills and concepts learned during the primary years as they engage in more open-ended 
thought provoking tasks. Fourth graders stop learning to read and start reading to learn. They are 
expected to demonstrate comprehension of more varied texts, drawing conclusions and making 
inferences that extend beyond the concrete representations of literature. In mathematics, fourth 
graders move beyond traditional algorithms into intricate multi-step problem solving. The topics 
studied in the content areas are multifaceted and take on a broader focus as students begin to 
understand more about the world.  Additionally, fourth-graders must navigate an increasingly 
complex social environment. I am thrilled to be a part of the educational team charged with 
facilitating your growth and continue success.   

The essential theme of our classroom is “Dream Big, Work Hard, Be Kind”.  This school 
year I will encourage you to meet or exceed high expectations in all areas of the learning process.  
I will challenge you with meaningful learning tasks in literacy, mathematics, science, and Virginia 
Studies, while fostering your development as a responsible learner and respectful school citizen.    
Collaboratively, we will create a learning community in which everyone will feel safe to take risks 
for the sake of learning.  Together we will become better readers, authors, mathematicians, 
scientists, historians, critical and creative thinkers, problem solvers, leaders, and friends. 

I look forward to kicking off the school year on August 20th at 6:00pm with “Back to School 
Night (adults only) and I hope to see you at our “Open House” event on August 21st at 1:00pm.  I’ll 
be the one with a huge grin because I already know that 2019-2020 is going to be an extraordinary 
school year! 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Elanyna Clokes, EdD, NBCT 
   


